
Strengthening Maryland’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act 
It’s “The Climate Decade”: Climate Change Is Here. Now We Have To Act. 

Climate change is already making life harder in Maryland: 
● Maryland is the state with the second-most tidal shore communities at risk of flooding,1

and we’re already starting to lose islands  in the Chesapeake Bay — like Fox Island — due
to sea level rise.2

● Further inland, Ellicott City experienced two “thousand-year floods” within 22 months3.
● Rising temperatures have already damaged the health of the Chesapeake Bay, weakening

the tourism and seafood industries that support many Maryland livelihoods.4
● Maryland has the fourth most premature deaths in the nation caused by dirty

energy-created air pollution.5

But it will only get worse: 
● The 2020’s are projected to bring more severe storms, more dangerous flooding, and more

extreme heat.
● Without action, the number of days per year above 95 degrees will triple in Maryland.6 

● Extreme heat is linked with severe negative consequences, such as decreased economic
activity, increased violent crime, and worse educational outcomes.7, 8, 9

And we’re running out of time: 
● According to the world’s leading climate scientists), we have to cut global greenhouse gas

emissions in half by 2030 to prevent the worst climate devastation.10

● For Maryland, one of the wealthiest states in one of the wealthiest nations, that means we
need to do even more: reduce our emissions by 60% by 2030.
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Under the Hogan Administration, Maryland Trails Other States 
on Pollution Reduction 

In 2009, Maryland became one of the first states to address climate change when it passed the 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act (GGRA), requiring a 25% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 
2020. We then expanded that law in 2016, requiring a 40% reduction by 2030. However, other 
states have passed more ambitious reduction targets and climate scientists have since warned that 
we need to do more than previously understood. We’re now falling behind other states and where 
the science says we need to be. 

The IPCC issued a crystal clear message in 2018 that states like Maryland need to cut our 
emissions by 60% by 2030 and reach net zero emissions by 2045. But according to the Maryland 
Department of Environment’s (MDE) draft GGRA climate plan, we’re on track to reduce emissions by 
just 44% in 2030 and still have about a third of our emissions remaining in 2045.  

Even those weak emissions reduction projections are likely overstating Maryland’s progress. 
According to the Center for Climate Strategies, an independent nonprofit that helps states and 
nations develop climate action plans, Maryland “is unlikely to meet state mandated emissions 
reductions targets in 2030 or long term decarbonization pathways needs through 2040 and 2050” 
due to methodological errors in the Hogan Administration’s draft climate plan.11 In reality, 
Governor Hogan’s obsession with fracked gas, reliance on coal, opposition to wind energy, and 
prioritization of highways over public transit have set Maryland behind true climate leaders in the 
United States. 

Many other states have much more ambitious emissions reduction targets and are moving forward 
with real plans to meet those goals. Both California and New York have set 2045 and 2050 
respectively as deadlines by which their entire state economies will reach net zero emissions. 
Those two states also join six others in setting more ambitious medium-range emissions reduction 
targets.12 For example, North Carolina plans a 40% reduction in 2025 (five years before Maryland), 
and Colorado (50% by 2030), Maine (51% by 2030), and Vermont (58% by 2028) each plan to far 
exceed Maryland’s outdated 2030 target. 

To stay a climate leader, our law needs an update to match new science. Maryland, like most of the 
world, has tough work ahead in the next decade when it comes to slowing climate change.  
Between worsening consequences and the closing window for action, it’s clear that the 2020’s will 
be The Climate Decade. In other words, we only have 900 days of the Maryland General Assembly 
left to act. Each one needs to count. 

TAKE ACTION: 
Interested in working with CCAN on strengthening the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act?  
Contact our Maryland Director, Steven Hershkowitz:  steven@chesapeakeclimate.org or (310) 
941-7886. 

For references, please visit bit.ly/md-ggra-factsheet-january
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https://ccanactionfund.org/media/MD.GGRA_.Factsheet.UpdatedJanuary2020.pdf



